


Rail links are proposed at five points on the India-Nepal border.

These are Jogbani-Biratnagar, Jayanagar-Bardibas, Nepalgunj road-Nepalgunj,
Nautanwa-Bhairahawa) and New Jalpaiguri-Kakarbhitta

Jogbani-Biratnagar and Jaynagar-Bardibas rail-links have been prioritised by both
the Governments for implementation.

Construction of these cross border rail links would facilitate the movement of
passenger and goods traffic across the border by providing reliable, cheap, safe and
quick means of transport.

Estimated cost of the project is NRs. 2123 crores.

Being built in response to request from Government of Nepal

First Polytechnic of its kind in the central region

Polytechnic would offer courses in four streams i.e. Electrical Engineering, Mechanical
engineering, Electronics and Communications Engineering and Computer Engineering
and 12 short term courses.

Faculty support for the institute after completion is also foreseen.

Construction of the polytechnic would cater to the present and emerging needs of
the Nepalese economy by providing trained manpower.

Estimated cost of the project is NRs. 30 crores.

Being built in response to request from Government of Nepal.

It envisages construction of a Convention Hall (Sabha Griha) with seating capacity
of 1000 persons in Birgunj Sub-Metropolitan City at Birgunj, district Parsa.

The Sabha Griha would cater to the socio-cultural requirements of the people and
provide a space for the cultural development of the city.

Estimated cost of the project is NRs. 25 crores.

Increases the seat capacity from 6000/week to 30,000 seats/week

Allows services to and from another 21 cities in India to any point in Nepal

Allows designated airlines to operate any number of all-cargo services between each
other’s territory with any type of aircraft with full 3rd, 4th and 5th freedom
traffic rights.

Provides unlimited fifth freedom rights for intermediate and beyond points within
SAARC region, and beyond fifth freedom rights for upto 7 flights per week to/from
each point in each direction for any three points beyond SAARC region.
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Visit of the President
of Nepal to India

In keeping with the tradition of regular high-level exchange of visits between India and Nepal, President
Hon'ble Dr. Ram Baran Yaday, the first President of Nepal, paid a state visit to India from [5-18 February
2010 at the invitation of the President of India. He was accompanied by Mr. Sharat Singh Bhandari,
Minister for Tourism and Civil Aviation and a high-level official delegation.

During the visit he met the Hon'ble President Mrs. Pratibha Devisingh Patil who conveyed to him that
India’s relation with Nepal are special in every sense and India remains committed to assisting Nepal
in every way. Hon'ble President was given a ceremonial honour at the President's House. A banquet
was hosted by the Hon'ble President and a lunch was hosted by Hon'ble Prime Minister of India in
his honour. Hon'ble Vice President Mr. Hamid Ansari, Hon'ble Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh,
Hon'ble Minister of Finance Mr. Pranab Mukherjee, Hon'ble External Affairs Minister Mr. S. M. Krishna,
Hon'ble Minister for Home Affairs Mr. P Chidambaram, the Chairperson of UPA Smt. Sonia Gandhi,
the Leader of Opposition Smt. Sushma Swaraj and the Foreign Secretary Ms. Nirupama Rao called
upon the visiting President.
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He visited Haridwar and met a cross section of
political leaders in India. He also visited Rajghat
(Memorial of Mahatma Gandhi) to pay his respects.

During the visit, four MoUs/agreements were signed
in the presence of the President of Nepal and our
Prime Minister. These included (i) Air Services
Agreement between India and Nepal; (i) MoU for
extension of railway lines to five cross border points
along the India Nepal border; (iii) MoU on
establishment of Nepal-Bharat Maitree Polytechnic
at Hetauda and (iv) MoU on establishment of Nepal
Bharat Maitri Sabhagraha in Birguni.

In response to Nepal's request for supply of food
items, Prime Minister of India announced that India
will supply 50,000 metric tons of wheat, 25,000 metric
tons of non-basmati rice and 10,000 metric tons of
pulses to Nepal. India’s willingness to supply an
additional 200 thousand metric tons of wheat,
if required, was also conveyed.

To facilitate economic and infrastructure development
in Nepal, Prime Minister also announced the extension
of a new concessional Line of Credit for US $ 250
million.

External Affairs Minister Mr. S.M. Krishna and the Minister of Tourism and Civil Aviation of Nepal, Mr. Sharat Singh Bhandari exchanging
the signed documents of an agreement on New Air Services and MoU on Development of Railway Infrastructure in the presence of the
Prime Minister of India and the President of Nepal in New Delhi on February 16,2010
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Indian Assistance of NRs. 5.60 crores for
two schools in Districts Palpa and Syangja

Two separate Memoranda of Understanding (MoU) were signed on

February 26,2010 by the Embassy with concerned District Development

Committees and the beneficiary organizations for providing the grant

assistance of (i) NRs. 2.34 crores to Shree Bhawani Higher Secondary

School, Kusumkhola, Palpa for construction of double storied school

building, provision of furniture, computers, printers, photocopy, fax

machine and installation of one HP Pump set. Established in 1957,

this is the only school in the district which holds special classes for

children with speech and hearing disabilities. (b) NRs. 3.26 crores to

Shree Janata Secondary School, Birgha VDC-3, Syangja for construction

of triple storied school building, access road, compound wall, soak

pit and septic tank, provision of furniture and computers. Due to lack

of adequate classroom facilities, the school is holding classes in the

open ground. The new infrastructure being created with the assistance of Government of India will provide much needed
classroom space to over 800 students. These projects are being implemented as the Small Development Projects under the
India-Nepal Economic Cooperation in consultation with Government of Nepal.

Interactive Workshop on “Nepal-India

Economic Ties: Post 2009 Trade Treaty” Performance by Bhuvnesh Komkali

at Pashupatinath on Shivratri

Embassy of India in association with Pashupati Area
Development Trust organized a musical evening of ‘Shiv
Stutis’ and ‘Bhajans’ on the occasion of Shivratri by a five
member troupe from India led by Mr. Bhuvnesh Komkali
at Hans Mandap, Pashupatinath on | | February, 2010.
Mr. Bhuvnesh Komkali is the grandson of Kumar Gandharv
and is considered to be one of the most talented amongst
the young classical singers. He was accompanied by
Mr. Girish Nalawade on Tabla, Mr. Vinay Mishra on
Harmonium, Mr. Deepak Kalra on Tanpura and Mr.Anurodh
Jain on Manjira. Mr. Komkali enthralled the audience and

An interactive workshop on “Nepal-India Economic Ties:
3 i the devotees with his shiv bhajans.

Post 2009 Trade Treaty” was organized by Confederation of Indian
Industry (Cll) and Nepal India Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(NICCI) on February 10, 2010 at Kathmandu. Among other
dignitaries, Minister of Commerce & Supplies, H.E. Mr. Rajendra
Mahato, Ambassador and Secretary (Commerce & Supplies) H.E.
Mr. Purushottam Ojha addressed the workshop.

Exemption of 4% additional duty of customs

The Government of India issued a notification on February 27,
2010 exempting 4% additional duty of customs on import
of readymade garments. This has been one of the main demands
of the garments industry and the Government of Nepal in
recent times.

Initial Installment of Grant Assistance

for Establishment of Central Depository
System in Nepal

A cheque of NRs. |.92 crores was handed over to Nepal Stock

Exchange on February 26, 2010 as initial installment of grant
assistance for setting up Central Depository System in Nepal.
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Seminar on "Towards a New Era in Nepal" in Patna

Ministry of External Affairs organized a seminar titled “Towards a
New Era in Nepal” on 25-27 February 2010 at Patna that discussed
crucial issues in five sessions namely ‘Political Consensus: A Must
for Concluding the Peace’; ‘Harnessing Water Resources - A
Cooperative Approach’; ‘1950 Peace and Friendship Treaty and
Open Border- Asset or Liability’;'Role of Media and Civil Society
in Shaping Public Perceptions’;and ‘New Constitution - Addressing
Federalism’. Hon'ble Chief Minister of Bihar Mr. Nitish Kumar
inaugurated the seminar and interacted with the participants.
20 participants from Nepal that included leaders across political
spectrum (Dr. Baburam Bhattarai and Mr. Barsa Man Pun from
UCPN (M), Mr. Bimlendra Nidhi, Mr. Pradeep Giri, and Mr. Gagan
Thapa from Nepali Congress; Mr. Pradeep Nepal and Mr. Pradeep
Gyawali from CPN (UML), Mr. Anil Jha from Sadbhawana Party,
and Mr. Jeetendra Narayan Dev from MJF-L); intellectuals
(Mr. Hari Sharma, Political Advisor to Hon'ble President of Nepal
and Chairman, Social Science Baha, Dr. Haribansh Jha, Executive
Director, Centre for Economic and Technical Studies, Mr. Geja
Sharma Wagle, NIPS); senior journalists (MrVijay Kumar Pandey,
Mr. Kanak Mani Dixit, Mr. Chandra Kishore Jha and Mr. Prashant

Jha); water resources experts (Mr. Uttar Kumar Shrestha, Former
MD, NEA; Mr. Somnath Poudel, Coordinator, High Level Task Force
Committee & Vice Chairman (Jalsrot Vikas Sanstha)); and former
bureaucrats and Army personnel (Lt. Gen (Retd.) C.B. Gurung,
Mr. Dhruv Pradhan, Former IGP) attended the seminar. The
participants from the Indian side included Ambassador (Retd.)
Deb Mukharji, former Ambassador of Nepal, Mr. Subhash Kashyap,
former Secretary General, Lok Sabha, Mr. Hormis Tharakan, former
Secretary, Dr. Uttam Sinha, IDSA, Ms. Nilova Roy Chaudhury, APCA,
Shri AK. Doval, former DIB, Dr. B.C. Upreti, Centre for South Asian
Studies, Rajasthan University, Mrs. Leela Ponappa, former Ambassador
& Deputy NSA, Mr. RC. Jha, Member, River Management, Central
Water Commission, Ms. Parull Malhotra, CNN BN, Prof. Anjoo
Sharan Upadhyaya, Centre for Nepal Studies, BHU and
representatives from Indian Council of World Affairs and National
Security Council. Ambassador of India to Nepal Mr. Rakesh Sood,
Joint Secretary (North) Mr. Satish Mehta and Joint Secretary (PD)
Mr. Navdeep Suri from the Ministry of External Affairs and Minister
(Consular) of the Embassy of Nepal in India MrY. K. Hamal also
participated in the seminar.

Visit of Ms. Kiran Bedi on the 100th
International Women's Day

Embassy of India and BP Koirala Foundation in association with Federation
of Nepalese Chambers of Commerce and Industries - VWomen Entrepreneurship
Development Committee (FNCCI-WEDC), Fair Trade Group Nepal
(FTG Nepal) and Federation of Women Entrepreneurs Associations of Nepal
(FWEAN) organized the visit of Ms. Kiran Bedi, the first lady Indian Police
Service Officer of India and social activist to Nepal on the occasion of the
100th International Women's Day. Dr. Bedi, in an interaction programme in
Maiti Nepal shared her experiences and mantra of women empowerment
with audiences from all walks of life including police officers, lawyers, school
students, actresses and musicians. She also shared her experiences in programme
organized in Hotel Annapurna where Defence Minister Mrs. Bidya Bhandari
was the Chief Guest. Mrs. Bidya Bhandari also released the book ‘| Dare’
written by Dr. Kiran Bedi on the occasion. The Talk was moderated by

a renowned TV anchor Mr. Bhushan Dahal.
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