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India- assisted SAARC projects in Nepal

Rural Solar Electrification (Pilot) Project,a MoU for which was signed between
Governments of India and Nepal in June 2009, aims to provide over 300 sets
of solar home-lighting systems, community and street—lighting systems as well
as training to local residents in maintenance and repair of these solar sets in
Madi Kalyanpur village of Chitwan district. Gol has provided assistance for
procurement of solar lighting sets at a cost of approximately IRs. 50,000,00/.

SAARC Telemedicine Project being implemented by Telecommunication
Consultants of India Ltd. (TCIL) at a total cost of IRs. 69,1 ,250/- aims at
providing tele-conferencing, data-sharing and real time remote medical
consultation facilities with the best hospitals in India to Patan Hospital, Ministry
of Health and Population, GoN.The MoU for the project was signed between
the Government of Nepal and India in 2009.

Tele-education Project aims to provide facilities to National Centre for
Education Development, Sanothimi, Bhaktapur to allow its students to avail
access to educational programmes, lectures, demonstrations, interactive sessions
and participate in e-class room programmes conducted by leading Indian
universities. The creation of infrastructure for the facility is being carried out
by M/s TCIL with assistance from Gol.

Under the Project for Shuttle Breeding of Pulses, the Indian Institute of Pulse
Research, Kanpur is providing assistance to the Nepal Agricultural Research
Council (NARC), Ministry of Agriculture, GoN to undertake field research
and project work for improving the seeds quality of pulses which would lead
to better yielding variety of pulses being cultivated in Nepal. The total assistance
from Government of India for the project is IRs. | 1,93,000/.

Under the Project for Networking of National Police Authorities of SAARC
Countries, Government of India has pro mputer hardware
and assistance for obtaining internet connectivi Headquarters,
athmandu. Once operationalised, this projec twork
police authorities enabling them to share rea
ombating terrorism, trans-national crime
/criminal challenges.
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The Sixteenth SAARC Summit, with the theme of ‘Climate Change' that
took place in Thimphu from April 28-29, 2010 also commemorated twenty
five years of the existence of SAARC. India was represented by Hon'ble
Prime Minister of India, Dr. Manmohan Singh. A Summit Declaration entitled
“Towards a Green and Happy South Asia” and a Ministerial Declaration on
Climate Change were adopted by the member states. Two instruments,
the SAARC Convention on Cooperation in Environment and Agreement
on Trade in Services, were signed by the Foreign Ministers in the presence
of the Heads of State and Governments of SAARC Member States.
Permanent premises of the SAARC Development Fund Secretariat were
inaugurated during the Summit and its first Chief Executive Officer,
Mr. Karma from Bhutan, was formally appointed. The Summit also endorsed
initialization of the first academic session of the South Asian University from
August, 2010. SAARC Heads of State/Government decided to develop
a 'Vision Statement' and set up a ‘South Asia Forum’, which would provide
inputs for charting out its future course in the medium and long-run and
suggest, if necessary, improvements required in the existing mechanisms.
Among other issues discussed were those pertaining to improving
intra-SAARC trade through better connectivity, counter-terrorism, health,
agriculture, youth and sports.
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Prime Minister of India announced the setting up of an ‘India Endowment for Climate Change
in South Asia’ to help Member States in meeting urgent adaptation and capacity building needs
and ‘Climate Innovation Centres in South Asia’ to develop sustainable energy technologies
based on indigenous resource endowments. India also announced 50 ‘SAARC Silver Jubilee
Scholarships’ for meritorious students from SAARC LDC countries for the South Asian University.

The announcements made by the Indian Prime Minister are a part of India’s commitment to
discharge its responsibilities in SAARC in an asymmetric and non-reciprocal manner. India is
the only SAARC Member State to have transferred its full commitment of US $ 189.9 million
to the SAARC Development Fund (SDF). Two regional projects are currently being implemented
under the aegis of the SDF with technical assistance from India - project on women's
empowerment and maternal & child health care. The third project proposed by India on providing
bio-mass cooking stoves and solar lanterns is also on the anvil.
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Cooperation in the field of higher education is set to touch a new horizon with the establishment of the South Asian
University (SAU) at New Delhi in the near future. India will bear the bulk of the cost of establishing the University including
100% of the capital cost. The 85 acres of land for the SAU has been acquired and the University is expected to be fully
established by 2015.

In a bid to preserve the rich textile and handicraft traditions of the South Asian region, India has taken the lead to establish
a SAARC Museum of Textiles and Handicrafts in New Delhi for which premises have already been acquired in Delhi
Haat, Pitampura.

Commendable progress has taken place for the full implementation of South Asian Free Trade Agreement (SAFTA) in
letter and spirit. Intra-SAARC trade touched US $ 529 million in 2009, a considerable jump from the previous two years.
Member states have appreciated India’s gesture to give zero duty access to LDCs from January I, 2008, one year ahead
of target date and unilateral reduction of its Negative List with respect to LDCs from 744 to 480. India continues to revise
its Sensitive Lists and, as of now, has 740 items outside its ambit for the LDCs and 868 for the Non-LDC:s.

People-to-people activities in the SAARC region, have also witnessed a phenomenal increase. India hosted the hugely
successful Second SAARC Bands Festival in New Delhi, Second SAARC Festival of Literature in New Delhi and the Second
SAARC Folklore Festival in Chandigarh in 2009.Visits of SAARC Students and senior SAARC journalists were also organized
as a run up to the 16th SAARC Summit.

India has funded projects in the areas of telemedicine, tele-education, environment friendly projects such as solar rural
electrification, rainwater harvesting, seed testing laboratories and shuttle breeding of pulses using a hub-and-spoke approach.
The projects are in various stages of implementation.
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Visit of 10 Nepalese school students
to India under SAARC Student
Exchange Programme

Ten students and three teachers from Nepal visited India from
April 12-22, 2010 under the SAARC Students Exchange
Programme.The delegation comprised of Divya Rana, Sushant
Mahat, Chandra Jung Bhandari, Manisha Sah and Mr Tulshi
Adhikari (teacher) from Buddhanilkantha school; Devashish
Niraula, Suruchi Gurgain, Andrea Upadhaya and Ms. Padma
Subba (teacher) from Modern Indian School; and Divya
Karmacharya, Sushmina Vaidhya, Sritesh Bhattarai and
Ms. Shanta Dhakal (teacher) from Little Angels School.
|0 students from class IX-XII were invited from all the SAARC
countries namely Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Maldives,
Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka to India for a familiarization visit.
All the students stayed with the families of the students of the
host school. Nepalese students were hosted by the students
of Amity International School, Noida. Apart from interacting
with the host school, the students visited places of historical,
cultural and contemporary interest in Delhi, Agra and Jaipur.
The students also called on the Hon'ble Governor of Rajasthan
Her Excellency Mrs Prabha Rao.The exchange programme
helped the students to get connected with students from
other SAARC countries in addition to helping them to
understand their culture, customs, traditions and languages.

Indian Assistance of NRs. 7.80 Crores*
for Far Western Region of Districts
Kailali and Kanchanpur

In separate public functions held on April 19 and 20,2010 in
Kailali and Kanchanpur Districts, Counsellor (Economic
Cooperation), Embassy of India, Shri Puneet R. Kundal handed
over 4 schools built with the Gol assistance of NRs. 6.04 crores
to the local community of Kailali and Kanchanpur on behalf of
Ambassador of India. He also laid the foundation stone for
school at Airy in District Kanchanpur to be built with Gol
assistance of NRs. .76 crores. The schools include
(i) Shree Saraswati Higher Secondary School, Geta in District
Kailali, the new building of which has been constructed with
Gol assistance of NRs. .94 crores; (ii) Shree Nava Durga
Secondary School, Mohana, Dhangadhi, District Kailali where
Gol constructed new school and lab buildings with assistance
of NRs. .44 crores; (i) Ghatal Secondary School, Suda in
District Kanchanpur where Gol provided assistance of
NRs. 0.78 Crores for construction of double storied school
building, boundary wall and requisite furniture along with an
approach road;and (iv) Shree Bhanu Higher Secondary School,
Dodhara, Chandani, District Kanchanpur for which Gol has
provided assistance of NRs. |.88 Crores for construction of
double storied school building, boundary wall and provision
of furniture. During the visit, Counsellor (Economic Cooperation)
also laid foundation stone for the construction of double
storied hostel building for the Purna Higher Secondary School,
Airy, Banskheda, Mahendra Nagar in District Kanchanpur on
behalf of Ambassador of India. Government of India will provide
assistance of NRs. .76 crores for construction of double
storied hostel building, boundary wall and provision of furniture.
The new infrastructure will provide better facilities to the
students for their stay and study which will help them to secure
good results in their examination and upgrade their capacity
in keeping with their educational standards.

Indian Assistance of NRs. |5 crores for upgradation of 26 km
road from Dakshinkali to Kulekhani Dam

Ambassador; H.E. Shri Rakesh Sood and Secretary, Ministry of Finance Shri Rameshore
Prasad Khanal signed a Memorandum of Understanding on the upgradation of 26 km
road from Dakshinkali to Kulekhani Dam in Nepal at a special ceremony held in Singha
Darbar in Kathmandu on April 27, 2010. Under the agreement, Government of India
shall provide grant assistance of NRs. |5 crore to the Government of Nepal for the
upgradation of 26 km road to black top standard road from Dakshinkali VDC in
Kathmandu to Kulekhani Dam in district Makwanpur via Chimale VDC and Sisneri
VDC with 6.5 meter roadway, including construction of retaining structures, side
structures, cross drains, culverts, and causeways. Department of Roads in Ministry
of Physical Planning and Works, Government of Nepal, shall be the Implementing
Agency for the project.

The upgraded road will not only benefit the population of Dakshinkali, Chimale, Sisner
and Kulekhani VDCs but also benefit the inhabitants of Kathmandu and Central Terai
region by reducing the travel time from Kathmandu to Terai region, particularly to
Birgunj by almost half and will also considerably reduce the cost of transportation of
goods on this sector: The Project would further strengthen cooperation between the
two countries in the development of road connectivity infrastructure within Nepal,
an area to which Government of Nepal is paying special attention.
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Visit of a team from SEBI

In response to a request from the Government of Nepal,
a team from Securities and Exchange Board of India visited
Nepal from April 25 - May I,2010 to assess the capabilities
and potential future requirements for capacity building
of Securities Board of Nepal.

Indian Assistance of NRs. 8.19 crores

Two separate Memoranda of Understanding (MoU) were
signed on |3th May 2010 by the Embassy of India, Kathmandu
with concerned executing agency of Government of Nepal
and the beneficiary organizations for providing the grant
assistance of (i) NRs. 3.74 crores to Himalya Campus, Khandwari,
Sankhuwasabha for construction of triple storied campus
building, boundary wall and provision of furniture; and (i) NRs.
4.45 crores for construction of cold storage building with
boundary wall and provision of machinery and equipment in
Bhadrapur Municipality in District Jhapa.

Book Reading by Manjushree Thapa
in the Nepal Bharat Library

»7

The Nepal-Bharat Library in association with Quixote's Cove organized
the second edition of Tavern Tales in Kathmandu’ on April 29,2010
at the Nepal-Bharat Library where Nepali poets and writers joined
Manjushree Thapa in reading original and translated texts from her
book "The country is yours: Contemporary Nepali Literature."
Nepali poets Purna Bahadur Vaidya, Sushmita Nepal, Sushmita
Manandhar, Momila, Manjul and Pratisara Sayami read out their original
works, while Manjushree Thapa read their translation from book.
[t was very interesting for the audience to hear the original and then
listen to the translation making one realize there are certain elements
of the original that the translation cannot capture, yet, the translation
allows the original to reach out to a much larger audience. After the
reading was concluded, the floor was left open for a discussion on
importance of translation. Manjul and Manjushree Thapa answered
questions from the audience, which ranged from Thapa’s inspirations
behind the translation, to whether translation was a creative
or a technical process. The event was well attended and was covered
extensively in the media.

Visit of 2 women journalists from
Nepal to India under SAARC Women
Journalist Visit

Two women journalists from Nepal Dr. Sanjita Verma,
Editor, Politics and Ms.Yashoda Timilsina, Senior Correspondent,
Nepal weekly magazine visited India from April 18-25,2010
as part of the SAARC Editors/Senior Journalists visit to India.
Editors/Senior Journalists from Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan,
Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka were part of the
delegation. The delegation called on the Minister of State for
External Affairs Ms. Praneet Kaur, Joint Secretary (XP), Joint
Secretary (SAARC) and other senior officials of the Ministry
of External Affairs. The programme in New Delhi also included
interaction with Prof. G.K. Chaddha, Chief Executive Officer
of SAARC University; Presentation on SAARC Development
Fund project on women's empowerment in SAARC Member
States; interaction at CNN-IBN and with Chief of Bureau of
the Hindu Mr. Siddharth Varadarajan; interaction with intellectuals
and prominent journalists at Indian Council of World Affairs
and visit to SAARC Disaster management Centre. The delegation
also visited Agra, Mumbai and Pune. In Pune, the visit to German
Bakery, Bharat Forge Limited, Film Institute of India and Hinjewadi
CyberPark were organized.

Visit of IL&FS and PTC team

Mr. S. C. Mishra, Advisor & Mr.V. L. Dua,Vice President from IL&FS
and Mr. R C. Choudhary, Sr.Vice President & Mr. K. C. Aggarwal
from PTC visited Kathmandu from April 28-30, 2010 to hold
discussions with the Nepal Electricity Authority on the draft
Implementation and Transmission Services Agreement (ITSA) and
Power Purchase Agreement (PPA) respectively for the proposed
400 KV Muzaffarpur-Dhalkebar cross border transmission line.

Kingfisher Airlines launches air services
on New Delhi-Kathmandu sector

The Kingfisher Airlines of India commenced daily flight on
the Kathmandu-New Delhi sector on, April 24, 2010.

Indian Assistance of NRs. 3.62 crores
for Campus Building in District llam

A Memorandum of Understanding was signed on 4th May 2010
by the Embassy of India, Kathmandu with District Development
Committee, llam and Shree Mahendra Ratna Multiple Campus,
llam for providing a grant assistance of NRs. 3.62 crores for
construction of Triple Storied Campus Building and Provision of
Furniture for the Campus under the India-Nepal Economic
Cooperation Programme. Shree Mahendra Ratna College was
established in 1960 with active participation and financial support
of the local people.The current infrastructure of the Campus is
old and inadequate to cope with the existing requirements of
the Campus.The new triple storied campus building with provision
for furniture being undertaken with the assistance of Government
of India would enable developing the campus into a high-quality
institution offering affordable education to the growing number
of student. The project will be implemented by District Development
Committee, llam, while an oversight committee consisting of
representatives from Campus Management, District Development
Committee and District Education Office will oversee the
implementation of the project.
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INDIAN CULTURAL CENTRE

KATHMANDU

Roles of the Indian Film Heroine: The Changing Ethos

A Film Festival on the “Roles of the Indian Film
Heroine: The Changing Ethos” was organized
by Indian Cultural Centre in association with
Dabur Nepal and Nepal Tourism Board from
[4-18 April at Nepal Tourism Board. The film
festival was jointly inaugurated by the
Ambassador of India to Nepal His Excellency
Rakesh Sood, and Nepali actress Manisha
Koirala. The festival showcases | I Indian films
that focus on the changing perspective of the
Indian woman in its films. The movies screened
at the festival were Devi (1960), Mother India
(1957), Sahib Bibi Aur Gulam (1962), Charulata
(1964), Paroma (1985), Ankur (1974), Umrao
Jaan (1981), Maya Memsaab (1993), Hazaar
Chaurasiki Ma (1998), Parineeta (2005), and
and Black (2005).

The festival portrayed the image of screen heroine who has played versatile roles on celluloid
which changed from decade to decade: from the transformation of a vulnerable girl into a living
Goddess in Devi; from the ideal village belle to empowered woman in Mother India; from neglected
wives in Sahib Bibi Aur Ghulam and Charulata to a wife who is led into defying social codes in
Paroma; from the life of a courtesan in Umrao Jaan to wanton seductress in Maya Memsaab.

A film seminar on April 17 and 18 was also organized that saw the participation of the prominent
personalities of Indian cinema and literature, such as Nandita Das (Indian actress and Chairperson
of Children Film Society), Shohini Ghosh (Professor of Video & TV Production at the AJK Mass
Communication Centre at Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi), Govind Nihalini (eminent Film Director
and Producer), Dr. Patricia Uberoi (erudite scholar and Professor of Sociology in Jawaharlal Nehru
University), and Samik Bandhopadhyay (Regional Director in Oxford University Press in Calcutta
and Editor of Seagull books). Prominent cultural figures from Nepal like Kanakmani Dixit, Rajesh
Hamal, Manjushree Thapa also participated in the seminar. The seminar had the audience and
panelists’ interaction on the movies after their screening during the festival.

The festival was immensely popular and was covered well in the media.
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