Developing Cross Border

Infrastructure




Salient Features of
Cross Border Infrastructure
being developed by India

Government of India is developing various projects for the
development of the cross border infrastructure with an investment
of approximately NRs. 4000 Crores.

Four Integrated Check Posts (ICPs) are proposed at 4 points at
India-Nepal Border namely: Raxaul (India)-Birgunj (Nepal), Saunali
(India)-Bhairahawa (Nepal), Jogbani (India)-Biratnagar (Nepal) and
Nepalgunj Road (India)-Nepalgunj (Nepal) with an estimated cost
of NRs. 509.9 Crores.

Foundation Stone on the Indian side already laid at Raxaul and
Jogbani after which construction has started. Land for the ICPs
at Birgunj and Biratnagar in Nepal already identified.

Five border points identified for development of rail infrastructure
are Jaynagar (India)-Bardibas(Nepal) and Jogbani (India)-Biratnagar
(Nepal), Nautanwa (India)-Bhairahawa (Nepal), Nepalgunj
Road(India)-Nepalgunj (Nepal) and New Jalpaiguri (India)-
Kakarbhitta (Nepal) via Panitanki. Sectors with an estimated cost
of NRs. 2123.2 Crores.

Mahendranagar-Tanakpur Road link is being developed with an
estimated cost of NRs. 64 Crores. DPR for the project is
under revision as per Asian Highways standards.

Terai Roads are being developed with an estimated cost of
NRs. 1241.6 Crores. It envisages the construction 20 roads
in Phase | equaling 640 kilometres.
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Developing Cross Border
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Nepal and India enjoy an open border that allows free movement of the nationals of the two countries.
In order to regulate this movement and to extend better facilities for the movement of goods and people,
Government of India has embarked on a major programme of building cross border infrastructure. Some
of the salient projects under implementation are:

Development of Infrastructure at Four Border Check Posts along India-Nepal Border

MoU for the project was signed in 2005 and will stay in force till the completion of the entire project.
The estimated cost of the project is NRs. 509.9 crores. Under the MoU, ICPs are proposed at 4 points
at India-Nepal Border namely: Raxaul(India)-Birgunj(Nepal), Saunali (India)-Bhairahawa(Nepal), Jogbani
(India)-Biratnagar(Nepal) and Nepalgunj Road(India)-Nepalgunj(Nepal). From the Indian side, the work
has started in full swing to implement the project quickly. Home Minister of India laid the foundation stone
of ICP at Raxaul on April 24, 2010 while the Minister of State for Home Affairs laid the foundation stone
of ICP at Jogbani on 24 June 2010, after which the construction has started in both the places.

Shri P.Chidambaram, Hon’ble Home Minister of India laid the foundation
stone of Raxaul ICP. Shri Nitish Kumar, Hon’ble Chief Minister of Bihar
Ambassador were also present on the occasion.
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Land for the ICP at Birgunj is to be handed over to
the Consultant/Contractor by |15t July 2010. Work
will start soon thereafter.

Land for the ICP at Biratnagar stands identified. VWWork
is expected to start soon.

Decision has been taken to start the work on the ICP
complex at Nepalgunj/ Nepalgunj Road. Land on both
sides stands identified.

Construction of these ICPs with ultra modern facilities
would greatly reduce the time taken for clearance of
goods at border points while allowing unrestricted
movement to daily commuters, local transporters and
daily passengers and patients who regularly move
across the border.

These will allow for all sovereign functions to be
performed in a single complex.

Development of Railway Infrastructure at
5 Border points along India-Nepal Border

An MoU for the development of railway infrastructure
was signed on |6 February 2010 and will stay in force
till the completion of the entire project. It envisages
construction of five cross border rail links with an
estimated cost of the project NRs. 2123.2 crores.

Currently survey work is being undertaken on the
Jaynagar(India)-Bardibas(Nepal) and Jogbani
(India)-Biratnagar(Nepal) sectors. Construction work
is expected to start soon. The MoU envisages

Shri M. Ramachandran, Hon’ble
Minister of State, MHA, Gowt. of
India laid the foundation stone
of Jogbani ICP in presence of
Shri Nand Kishore Yadav, Hon’ble
Health Minister, Govt. of Bihar.
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construction of three more rail links i.e. Nautanwa
(India)-Bhairahawa(Nepal), Nepalgunj Road (India)-
Nepalgunj(Nepal) and New Jalpaiguri (India)-
Kakarbhitta(Nepal) via Panitanki. Construction of these
rail links would facilitate easy and comfortable movement
of people across the border. The rail lines would
effectively link Nepal with the extensive rail
network of India.

Mahendranagar-Tanakpur Road link

An Agreement for the project was signed through
exchange of letters between Gol and GoN on
27d January 2003.The Detailed Project Report for the
road link is under revision as per Asian Highways
standards. The estimated cost of the project is
NRs. 64 Crores which is expected to start soon.The
roadlink would provide easy connectivity for western
Nepal with India.

Road Infrastructure in Terai

The MoU on the Strengthening of the Road
Infrastructure in the Terai area of Nepal was signed on
| 5t January 2010. It envisages construction of 20 roads
in Phase | equaling 640 kilometres at an estimated cost
of NRs. 124 1.6 Crores.The project has been divided
into 6 packages. Land for the roads has been acquired
and the utility relocation work has already started.
Tendering process has been started for the construction
of the roads. Phase | will be followed by Phase Il and
Phase Ill. Construction of these roads would go a long
way in addressing the needs of the people.
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India’s assistance of NRs.248.79 million
for embankment construction along
Lalbakeya, Bagmati, Kamla and Bhakuwa
rivers in Nepal

Ambassador handed over a cheque of NRs. 248.79
million to H.E. Mr. Bal Krishna Khand, Minister of Irrigation,
Government of Nepal as India’s contribution towards
construction of embankments along Lalbakeya, Bagmati,
Kamla and Bhakuwa rivers in Nepal on July 9, 2010.
The work is being undertaken in accordance with the
decisions made by the India-Nepal Joint Committee
on Inundation and Flood Management. India has been
providing assistance to Nepal for strengthening and
extension of embankments along Lalbakeya, Bagmati
and Kamla rivers for flood protection in Nepal and
India. With the present assistance, the total grant
assistance already disbursed for embankment
construction along these rivers, stands at NRs. |,477.99
million, of which NRs. 53 1.5 million was released in
2009 and NRs. 599.78 million has been released till
date in 2010. India is also providing grant assistance for
river training works along Gagan, Trijuga, Lakhandei,
Sunsari and Kankai rivers in Nepal amounting to
NRs. 195.21 million.

Ambassador inaugurates Dharmashala

at Muktinath

At a public function held on June 20, 2010, Ambassador
inaugurated the recently constructed Dharmashala at
Muktinath, District Mustang. The Dharmashala has been built
with Gol assistance of NRs. 3.00 crores under the
India-Nepal Economic Cooperation Programme. The project
has been implemented by the District Development

Committee, Mustang.

Considered as one of Nepal's most sacred religious shrines
and equally revered in India, Muktinath Temple located in
Ward No. | of Muktinath VDC in District Mustang is a
symbol of age old cultural bonds between India and Nepal.
It is of significant importance for followers of many religions,
including Hinduism and Buddhism and attracts a large number
of tourists and pilgrims everyday. In order to provide suitable
accommodation for pilgrims and tourists, the need for a
good quality and affordable Dharmashala for the visitors
had been long felt by the local authorities. The new
infrastructure will be managed by the District Development
Committee, Mustang and has a capacity of 44 beds with
separate space for reception, meditation room, kitchen,

cafeteria, dining hall and a guard-house.
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Indian Assistance of NRs. 8.02 crores

Seven MoUs were signed on July 7,2010 by the Embassy
of India, Kathmandu with concerned executing agency
of Government of Nepal and the beneficiary
organizations for providing Gol grant assistance of
NRs. 8.02 crores. These included (i) NRs. 3.57 crores
to Nepal Netra Jyoti Sangh (NNJS) to cover the cost
of conducting 15,000 cataract eye surgeries and 1,000
Trachomatous Trichiasis (TT) during the year 2010-
2011 through eye hospitals and eye-care centres of
NNJS in various Districts of Nepal as a ‘National Eye
Sight Programme’. Blindness due to cataract and
trachoma is a major health problem in Nepal, causing
about 8.25 lakhs people to suffer from some degree
of visual impairment; (il) NRs. 4.45 crores for upgradation
of six school building in District Dhanusha at
(a) Nagarain-Jatahi (b) Nagarain-Raghopur (c) Ghorghas-

EVENTS

Ganguli Pachhawari (d) Ghorghas-Ganguli Daxinbari (e) Fulgama - Khadka and (f) Lagama-Pachhawari. These
schools are among important centres of education in their areas and serve the educational needs of over 2100

students, almost half of which are girls.

5th meeting of JCKGP

The 5t meeting of Joint Committee on Kosi Gandak
Project (JCKGP) was held on June 17 & 18,2010 at
Kathmandu. The Indian side was led by Mr. Ajay Nayak,
Principal Secretary, Water Resources Department,

Government of Bihar and the Nepalese side was led
by Mr. Anil Kumar Pokharel, Director General,
Department of Irrigation, Ministry of Irrigation,
Government of Nepal.

PMC Meeting for Integrated Check Posts

A 5 member delegation from India led
by Mr. A.E. Ahmad, Secretary (Border
Management), Ministry of Home Affairs,
New Delhi visited Kathmandu from June
28-30,2010 to attend the fourth meeting
of the Project Monitoring Committee
(PMC) for Integrated Check Posts (ICPs)
at India-Nepal border. The Nepali
delegation was led by Mr. Deep Basnyat,
Secretary, Ministry of Physical Planning
and Development.
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Nepal Bharat Library organized the fourth edition
of Tavern Tales in Kathmandu in association with
Quixote's Cove on the book ‘Hamra Hajurama:
Our Grandmothers' on June 24,2010. Satish Sharma,
an independent photographer, researcher and writer
on photography as well as an occasional photography
curator presented a selection of photographs and
writing from the book published by Photo Circle.
The event was well received by the audience and
was covered well in the media.

Samrat Upadhyay’s Buddha’s Orphans launched at the Nepal

Bharat Library

Sk

The Nepal-Bharat Library
Presents

The fifth edition of Tavern Tales took place at Nepal-
Bharat library on July 3, 2010 where writer Samrat
Upadhyay launched his new novel Buddha's Orphans
along with the Ambassador, writer Kanak Mani Dixit
and CEO of Rupa and Co Kapish Mehra. Samrat
Upadhyay, an award-winning and critically acclaimed
writer, is currently the Director of Creative Writing
Programme at Indiana University in the US. Buddha's
Orphans, Upadhyay's fourth book, has multiple storylines
spanning more than four decades of Nepali history.
The book is a further evidence that Upadhyay is one

of the finest Nepalese writers in English, thoroughly
deserving of his acclaim as “a Buddhist Chekhov" by
San Francisco Chronicle. The author and his books were
beautifully described, praised, criticized by Ambassador
and Mr. Kanak Mani Dixit. Mr. Upadhayay said that he
was happy to launch his book in the Library as he used
to visit the library regularly with his mother and has
read all the novels of Premchand and Amrita Pritam
there. The event came to a close after the question-
answer session where the author answered questions
from his fans and readers.

For membership and other information, please contact: 4243497, 4255414
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