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Strengthening
Defence Ties

In keeping with our overall friendly bilateral relations, India and Nepal share close defence ties with
long standing institutional linkages between the Armies of the two countries. India has always been
proud to have Nepalese as soldiers in her Armed Forces and this tradition dates back to the
eighteenth century when Maharaja Ranjit Singh had first recruited the Gorkhas into his Army.The
British followed up with this tradition by recruiting the Gorkhas after the Battle of Malaun. Currently,
about 30,000 Gorkha soldiers are serving in the Indian Army.

Strengthening long standing institutional linkages between the Armies of the two countries
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Pension Schemes

Pensions in excess of NRs. 1600 crores is disbursed annually by the
Indian Army to 1,23,882 retired Gorkha soldiers who have served
in the Indian Army and other Central and State Services. The
distribution of pension is carried out from Pension Paying Offices
located at Pokhara, Dharan and the Military Pension Branch located
at Kathmandu, where pension is distributed on a daily basis. In addition,
there are |16 District Soldier Boards in Nepal which arrange the
disbursement of pensions and take up welfare programmes for
retraining, rehabilitating and assisting ex-Gorkha soldiers and their
families. Six District Soldier Boards and three Sainik Aaram Ghars
(Soldier Rest Houses) are under construction in various locations for
the welfare of the ex-servicemen. 30 Seasonal Pension Paying Camps

A “Home away from Home" for the ex-servicemen, dependents and the
serving Nepalese Gorkhas in Indian Army provides a safe and comfortable
boarding & lodging facilities at subsidized rates.

Seasonal Pension Paying Camp in progress

are also conducted every year across Nepal to ensure distribution
of pension to the pensioners as close to their homes as possible.
There has been an approximate increase of 30% in the pension
after the VIth Pay Commission for which the revision has been
completed.

More than 100 training slots are provided every year for training
of Nepal Army personnel in various Indian Army training institutions.
Similarly, Indian Army officers also attend the Mountain Warfare
Course in Nepal every year. The Chief of Army Staff of the Indian
Army is given the honorary rank of a General in the Nepal Army
and a reciprocal honour is conferred on the Chief of the Nepal
Army in the Indian Army.

Welfare Schemes

Several welfare schemes for the ex-servicemen are being run by
Government of India that includes educational scholarships to
over 650 students every year. The scholarships are given to the
children of war widows/ disabled soldiers/ battle casualties. Besides,
educational assistance is also granted to deserving children of ex-
servicemen; one time assistance to the children of ex-servicemen
who secure admission into professional institutions in India/Nepal;
assistance to handicapped, deaf & dumb and blind children of
pensioners; and scholarship for Teacher Training. More than one
crores of Nepali rupees have been distributed to 667 beneficiaries
during the 2009-2010. Apart from the educational schemes,
vocational training is also imparted to the widows and the
dependants at Vocational Training Centres located at various
District Soldiers Boards in Nepal.

Defence Attache presenting financial assistance
to the children of ex-servicemen
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Medical Facilities

The Government of India also provides Medical facilities to the
ex-servicemen and their dependants settled in Nepal. Every year 15
Medical Welfare Teams consisting of medical, eye & dental specialists
from the Indian Army visit remote areas of Nepal to render Medical
Services. During their visit, hundreds of cataract operations are
performed, dentures made and spectacles issued to ex-servicemen
and their dependents by each team. A Medicine packet consisting of
|5 types of basic medicines with prescription in Nepali are given to
each pensioner every year with an annual cost of NRs. |.6 crores.
An augmented Ml Room functions at both the Pension Paying Offices
at Pokhara & Dharan under a Medical Officer who is assisted by his
qualified staff. The Kendriya Sainik Board provides financial assistance
for medical treatment to those pensioners/widows who are drawing
pension below IRs 3,000/- and 3,500/- respectively. Kendriya Sainik
Board also provides financial assistance from Armed Forces Flag Day
Fund towards treatment of serious diseases. Under this scheme,

90% of the expenditure incurred is re- imbursed. This year a
total of | 12 ex-servicemen benefited with a total bill amounting
to NRs. 48,00,000.

Financial assistance is provided to schools which has a minimum
strength of 40% children who are wards of ex-servicemen.
Under this scheme, assistance is provided for expansion and
repair of existing school building, purchase of furniture, books,
sports equipment etc. Separately, distress grant is also provided
1o a large number of ex-servicemen who suffer heavy financial
losses due to natural disasters/calamities. Under the Drinking
Water Projects, Government of India provides all the required
construction material to the ex-servicemen up to the
nearest road. The execution of the project is carried out on
ground by the villagers through “Shram Dan” (voluntary service).
This is an extremely popular scheme which aims at
providing potable water to 19-20 villages every year where
ex-servicemen reside.

Visit of Chief of Army Staff of Nepal to India

Chief of Army Staff of

Nepal
Chhatraman

General
Singh

Gurung visited India on
an 8 day official visit from
December [ [-19, 2009
on the invitation from
Chief of the Army Staff,
Indian Army, General

Deepak Kapoor. General
Gurung reviewed the

COAS Gen. Chhatraman Singh Gurung meeting the
Indian Defence Minister Mr. A K Antony

Gentleman Cadet Passing

COAS Gen. Chhatraman Singh Gurung reviewing the Passing
Out Parade at Indian Military Academy, Dehradun

out Parade at the Indian
Military Academy,

Dehradun, and also
conferred the rank of Second Lieutenant on foreign cadets on |12 December.
Her Excellency Mrs. Pratibha Patil, the President of India, conferred the
honorary rank of General of the Indian Army on General Chhatraman Singh
Gurung amidst an investiture ceremony at Rastrapati Bhawan, New Delhi on
|4 December. General Gurung called on Minister of Defence AK Antony and
Minister of External Affairs SM Krishna. He also met Foreign Secretary Ms.
Nirupama Rao, National Security Advisor Mr: MK Narayanan, Air Chief Marshal
PV Naik, Indian Navy Chief Admiral Nirmal Verma and COAS General Deepak
Kapoor. General Gurung also visited Defence Research and Development
Organization, United Service Institution and Centre for UN Peacekeeping.
On |6 December, General Gurung addressed the officer students and inspected

the Defence Services Staff College in VWellington.

H.E. Mrs. Pratibha Patil, the President of India, conferring the honorary rank
of General of the Indian Army on COAS Gen. Chhatraman Singh Gurung
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