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Indian Assistance in the
field of Civil Aviation

India was the first country to provide assistance to Nepal
for the construction of airports.

Government of India undertook the task of improving the Gauchar
Airport in Kathmandu valley in 1951 which was later renamed
as Tribhuvan Airport in 1952. The airport was developed into
a permanent all-weather airport equipped with a hard surface
runway, terminal building and ancillary facilities.

A comprehensive program was drawn up for the construction of
airfields at Bhairahwa, Janakpur, Simara, Biratnagar and Pokhara
in 1964. India agreed to provide various modern runways at these
airports at a cost of NRs. |6 million.

Apart from this, Pokhara airport was provided with additional
facilities with terminal building and nine staff quarters etc.

Government of India agreed to provide further assistance equal
to NRs. 2.08 million for the development of airport including
Biratnagar airport in 1968.
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Cooperation
in Civil Aviation

The new Air Service Agreement (ASA) between India and Nepal was signed on February 16,2010
during the visit of Hon'ble President of Nepal to India. The agreement was initialled on September 9,
2009 after bilateral Civil Aviation Talks were held between the two countries in New Delhi.

The new Agreement significantly liberalises the air services between the two countries increasing
the seat capacity from 6000 per week in either direction to 30,000 seats per week for six metro
stations in India (Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata, Chennai, Hyderabad and Bangalore) and seven points in
Nepal (Kahtmandu, Pokhara, Bhairahawa, Biratnagar, Nepalgunj, Janakpur, Dhangadhi).
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It further allows air services to and from another
21 cities in India to any point in Nepal without any
restriction on the type of aircraft and seat capacity.
The 21 cities in India include Ahmedabad, Amritsar,
Aurangabad, Bhubaneshwar, Calicut, Cochin, Gaya,
Goa, Guwahati, Jaipur, Khajuraho, Lucknow, Patna,
Port Blair; Thiruvananthapuram, Tiruchirapalli, Varanasi,
Visakhapatham, Bagdogra, Dheradun, Gorakhopur.

The Agreement provides unlimited fifth freedom
rights for intermediate and beyond points within
SAARC region, and beyond fifth freedom rights for
upto 7 flights per week to/from each point in each
direction for any three points beyond SAARC region,
except points in Middle East for airlines designated
by India and to Dammam and any other two points
beyond SAARC region and Middle East for airlines
designated by Nepal.

The new arrangement has opened new vistas for
cargo services. The designated airlines of each
country shall be entitled to operate any number of
all-cargo services between each other's territory
with any type of aircraft with full third, fourth and
fifth freedom traffic rights. Such all-cargo services

COVER STORY

may also be operated under co-operative marketing
arrangements such as code sharing, blocked space etc.

Airlines operators in both the countries are predicting
a continuous growth in this sector. Following the
initialling of the Agreement, Jet Airways introduced
daily flights on Kathmandu-Mumbai sector and
Kingfisher Airlines started its services to Nepal with
daily flights on Kathmandu-Delhi sector: Spice Airways
has also recently applied for operation in the
Nepal-India sector. Buddha Airlines of Nepal has
recently applied for 7 flights per week on each of
the following sectors: Kathmandu-Lucknow,
Kathmandu-Patna and Kathmandu-Kolkata which
are likely to start within next 2-3 months. Alpine
Air has also obtained permission to fly to Delhi.

Both countries attach high importance to the new
ASA. It will enhance connectivity and cross-border
linkages between the two countries and will promote
trade, people-to people contacts, tourism and greater
engagement between Nepal and bordering Indian
states. It will also help in realising Nepal's vision to
bring in | million tourists to Nepal during Nepal
TourismYear 201 I.
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EVENTS

Prime Minister inaugurates the bridge constructed over Bagmati
River between Gaur (Nepal) and Bairgania (India) with Indian

assistance of NRs. 2.7 | crores

The bridge over Bagmati River between Gaur (Nepal)
and Bairgania (India) at the India-Nepal Border in District
Rautahat, constructed with GO assistance of NRs. 2.7 |
crores under the Small Development Projects
Programme, was inaugurated by Rt. Hon'ble Prime
Minister of Nepal Mr. Madhav Kumar Nepal on
215t May 2010.The constructed bridge is yet another
example of the ongoing economic cooperation in the
social development domain between India and Nepal.
The bridge is expected to benefit a population of more
than 3 lakhs in 41 VDCs of District Rautahat and will
facilitate the easy movement of people and goods. It
will not only facilitate the movement within Nepal but
also cross border movement between the two countries.

Interaction programme with Arjun Bajpayee, the youngest Indian
to scale the Mount Everest at Kendriya Vidyalaya

Embassy of India and BP Koirala Foundation organized
an interaction programme with Arjun Bajpayee, the
youngest Indian to climb the Mount Everest at the
Kendriya Vidyalaya on May 29, 2010. Sixteen-year-old
Bajpayee, a 12th grader, scaled the world’s highest peak
on May 22, the same day when Nepali mountaineer
Apa Sherpa made his 20th Everest summit and
| 3-year-old Jordan Romero set the record as the
youngest Everester. Bajpayee, a pass-out of Nehru
Mountaineering School in Noida, said that he had
harboured the dream of scaling Everest since he was
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a student in his junior school, and that particular thought
culminated into the Everest ascent. Sharing his experience
with the students of Kendriya Vidyalaya, Kathmandu,
Arjun said that he had a lot of difficutties while ascending
and descending the mountain. In the mountain, he had
a lot of headaches and backaches because of sleeping
on the ice and the cold winds. However, he was very
happy to be on top of the world, from where he saw
the sun coming from down. Ambassador facilitated him
and gave a memento in recognition of his record
breaking feat.
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EVENTS

Indian assistance in preservation and promotion of rich

cultural heritage of Nepal

(i) Renovation of Nepal Bhasha Parishad
with assistance of NRs. 5.24 million:
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At a publlc function held on June 4, 2010, Ambassador
inaugurated the recently renovated Nepal Bhasha Parishad
Building in Naradevi, Kathmandu with the GOI assistance
of NRs. 5.24 million under the Small Development Projects
Programme.The function was well attended by representatives
of DDC, Kathmandu, local administration, community leaders
and large number of people from the area. Nepal Bhasha
Parishad established in 1951 with the objective of promation
of literature in Nepal Bhasha, was housed in a dilapidated
150 year old building. Restoration of the old building, while
maintaining its traditional architectural authenticity, will not
only help preserve this important cultural monument of
Nepal, but will also provide space for establishing a museum
and educational centre related to the renowned poet of
Nepal, Kavi Kesari Chittadhar Hridaya and his works.

India Telecom 2010

A three-member team comprising representatives from
Department of Telecommunications, Ministry of
Communication & Information Technology, Vihaan Networks
Limited (VNL) and Federation of Indian Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (FICCI) visited Kathmandu from
June 2-4, 2010 for international promotion of the India
Telecom 2010 Exhibition and Conference.

(i) Restoration of built-heritages of historical
and cultural importance in Lalitpur district
with an assistance of NRs. 3.26 crores:
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At a public funchon held on 10t June 2010 at Napichandra
Mahabihar, Lalitpur; Ambassador laid the foundation stone for
restoration of built-heritages of historical and cultural importance
in District Lalitpur The proposal envisages restoration of some
infrastructure located in and around Lalitpur District with the
GOl assistance of NRs. 3.26 crores that includes (i) Restoration
of Napi Chandra Mahabihar (a historical Buddhist Place); (ii)
Construction and restoration of Cremation Ground at
Shankhumul; (iii) Improvement/Construction of Daubahal Gate;
(iv) Reconstruction of Farmer's Society House; (v) Restoration
of Pavilion at Indrayani Park; (vi) Development of a Garden at
Machhindra Bahal; (vii) Construction of Flower Pots at Nabahal;
(viil) Extension and Repair of Lok Kirti Mahabihar (Kunhu Bahi);
and (ix) Construction of Paties and Gates at Machhindra Bahal.
The project will be implemented by the Department of Urban
Development and Building Construction, (DUDBC) Kathmandu
through the local users' groups in close consultation and
coordination with Society for Development of Lalitpur The
function was well attended by representatives of Government
of Nepal from DUDBC, Kathmandu, local administration,
community leaders and members of Society for Development
of Lalitpur and large number of people from the area.

These projects denote the importance accorded by India to
in preserving and promoting rich heritage of Nepal, which also
symbolizes the strong and close bonds in the field of cultural
and literature between the two close and friendly neighbours.

Visit of IOC delegation

An oil pipeline team from Indian Oil Corporation visited
Nepal from June 2-4,2010 for holding discussions with the
Nepal Oil Corporation on the modality of the construction
of oil pipeline from Raxaul to Amlekhgan.
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INDIAN CULTURAL CENTRE

KATHMANDU
Discussion on restoration

of Swayambhunath

Indian Cultural Centre at Bal Mandir, Naxal, organized a Powerpoint
presentation and discussion on ‘Swayambhunath: Celebrating the
fifteenth historical renovation 2008-10' by Tsering Gellek, the Director,
Swayambhunath Restoration, Alexander Von Rospatt, the Professor
for Buddhist Studies at the University of California at Berkeley and
Architects Pema Dorje and Swati Pujari on 9th June 2010.
The Speakers talked about the Swayambhu renovation: the legend,
the history, motivation, artistic traditions and methods applied. The
restoration of Swayambhu Mahachaitya / Stupa, Nepal's most ancient
Buddhist monument began in June 2008 and was completed at the
end of May 2010 as a privately-funded conservation effort.
This historic event is the first restoration of Swayambhu in over 90 years, and the |5th major restoration in the last 800
years. The re-gilding of the Swayambhu Stupa is one of the largest restorations of gold work in the world.

ICC conducts classes in yoga, tabla, bharatnatyam and hindustani vocal. For further details, please contact: 01-4412018

Discussion on “Creativity in Business”
at the Nepal Bharat Library

The Nepal-Bharat Library in association with Quixote’s Cove organized
the book reading and discussion on *Creativity in Business: A discussion  §
on the role of Iiterature in business” on May 29,2010 at the Library. g )
The event featured Sujeev Shakya and Sujit Mundul in conversation ' Prsems

with Kumudini Shrestha on creative inspirations and its role in business 8 é; Trern
followed by an open floor question and answer session. Sujeev Shakya | L/é‘* :
is CEO of Beed Management and the author of “Unleashing Nepal: & _ @nmmm

Past, Present and Future of the Economy.’ The book was published
by Penguin Books in October 2009 and has sold over three thousand
copies since then. Sujit Mundul is the CEO of Standard Chartered
Bank and an established poet. His latest poetry collection, released
on 24th May 2010, is entitled “Confluence.” His first poetry collection
which was received with critical acclaim was entitled “Contemplation.”
Kumudini Shrestha is a board member of the Spinal Injury Rehabilitation
Centre and is currently exploring projects related to children’s
literature. The event was immensly popular amongst the audience
and was well covered in the media.

Nepal-Bharat Library

Nepal-Bharat Library was established in 1956 and is currently located at Nepal Airlines Corporation Building,
New Road. Decades of its existence have endeavored to meet the educational, cultural and information requirements
of those interested in India. It remains one of the biggest and most extensively used centers of study and research
in Kathmandu. It has more than 62,000 books, which include a substantial collection on Indian History, Economy,
Politics, Literature, Culture, Mass Communication and other subjects. For membership and other information,
please contact: 4243497, 4255414
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