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The 64th Independence Day of India was celebrated with great
fanfare in the Indian Embassy in Kathmandu on August 15, 2010.
Ambassador hoisted the national flag and read the Address to the
Nation delivered by the President of India Her Excellency
Smt. Pratibha Devisingh Patil on the eve of the 64th Independence Day.

At a public function held in the Embassy premises to mark the
Independence Day, Ambassador presented | 6 ambulances and
4 buses to recipient organizations from | 7 districts. Four ambulances
were gifted by Consul General of India at Birgunj, Shri T. Ashok to
organizations from Parsa, Mahottari, Chitwan and Rautahat districts.
Ambassador also presented books to 25 educational and training
institutions located in different regions of Nepal, including some
remote districts of the country.

Bhu Puu 2010, an annual publication by [EWON (Indian Army
Ex-Serviceman Welfare Organization), was also released by
the Ambassador on the occasion. It provides information
about welfare related aspects for the Nepal domiciled Government
on India pensioners.
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COVER STORY

ALL-ROUND DEVELOPMENT

WITH INDIA'S COOPERATION:

India-Nepal economic cooperation programme was launched in 1951 with the objective to
supplement the efforts of the Government of Nepal (GoN) in the national development.
Government of India (Gol) is providing technical and financial assistance for multi-sectoral

development of Nepal.

Total outlay: Over NRs. 5,700 crores e No. of projects: 393 ¢ No. of districts covered: Over 70

TELECOMMUNICATIONS

EDUCATION

School/College/Library buildings: Gol has so far
provided assistance for construction of 181 schools
spread over 6| districts at a cost of more than
NRs. 400 crores in recent years.

Manmohan Memorial Polytechnic: This is the first
polytechnic of its kind in Nepal providing technical
education in three engineering streams and several
vocational courses to almost 500 students at a time.
Constructed at a cost of NRs. 42 crores, the
Polytechnic was inaugurated by the Rt. Honourable
Prime Minister of Nepal on 2nd November 2009.

Polytechnic at Hetauda: Gol has agreed to
construct a government polytechnic at Hetauda with
estimated cost of NRs. 40 crores that will impart
mid level technical courses in four engineering field.

Gol provided an assistance of NRs. |35 crores for the laying of 904 Kilometres Optical Fibre cable along the
East-West Highway and setting up of 80 stations of SDH equipment.

ROADS AND BRIDGES

Gol has constructed 807 km out of the total road length of
1024 km of the East-West Highway from Mahendranagar
to Mechi. 22 bridges constructed by Gol on Kohalpur-
Mahakali section of the East-West Highway were handed
over to the GoN in 2001. Recently, 6 village and urban roads
and 2 bridges have been constructed with an assistance of
NRs. 14.36 crores. Presently, work is ongoing for construction
of 9 roads and 2 bridges at a cost of NRs. 32.13 crores.

Terai Roads Projects: First phase of the project covers
development of 20 link/postal roads in | 3 Terai districts with
Gol assistance of NRs. 1245 crores for which Detailed
Project Report has been completed. Phase-I will be followed
by Phase-Il and Phase-|ll.
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COVER STORY

HEALTH

Bir Hospital: Five storied OPD complex of the Bir
Hospital at Kathmandu with the capacity to accommodate
2500 out-patients was constructed with Gol assistance in
year 1984-85. Sophisticated equipments including a modern
Nuclear Imaging Medical Centre were provided by Gol.

Trauma Centre at Bir Hospital, Kathmandu:
The Trauma Centre, on the lines of the AIIMS trauma
centre, New Delhi, is being constructed at a cost of
NRs. 100 crores. It will be a super speciality hospital and
first of its kind in Nepal.

B.P. Koirala Institute of Health Sciences (BPKIHS)
at Dharan is the biggest hospital-cum-medical college
outside the Kathmandu Valley which was constructed with
Gol assistance of NRs. 192 crores. The institute is providing
MBBS and post graduate degrees in medical sciences,
besides valuable health care for eastern Nepal.

Hospitals and Maternity Centers under SDP:
Infrastructure of 19 health posts, nursing campuses,
maternity centres, eye hospitals, naturopathy hospitals
is being created with an assistance of NRs. 44 crores in
10 districts of Nepal.

Gifting of Ambulances/Buses: In order to facilitate
the movement of patients from rural and remote areas
to medical centres and hospitals, Gol has gifted 282

POWER

Gol provides 70 million units of free power annually to Nepal from Tanakpur

hydro-electric project.

Electrification Projects

Gol has provided assistance of NRs. |5 crores for
electrification of 25 villages through NEA grid and NRs. 21.5
crores for solar electrification of |5 villages. During the visit
of External Affairs Minister of India to Nepal in January 2010,
MoUs for electrification of five VDCs in five districts at a
cost of NRs. |0 crores were signed. Gol is providing a grant

ambulances across 68 districts in Nepal since 1994.
54 buses have also been gifted to various health and
educational institutions.

Goitre Control Programme: Starting from 1973,
Gol has provided assistance of NRs. 65.58 crores for the
programme of control of Goitre and other iodine
deficiencies in Nepal. This is one of the most successful
programmes in the health sector of Nepal.

Assistance to Nepal Netra Jyoti Sangh (NN]JS)

for Cataract and Trachoma surgeries programme:
With the Gol assistance of NRs. 13.79 crores, NNJS has
held 400 Diagnostic Screening & Treatment (DST) camps
and cataract surgery camp free of cost in 50 districts. More
than 4.25 lakh people have been screened in 1600 camps
organized in 51| districts. More than 72,000 patients have
been cured for cataract and nearly 3,000 patients have
been treated for trachoma.

School Eye Health Care Programme: Since 2007,
Gol has provided annual assistance of NRs. 2.67 crores to
NNJS for holding eye camps in schools and providing free
of cost 9,000 optical dispensing device to "Vision Impaired”
children and 300 low vision dispensing device to children.
A mobile eye care van costing NRs. 21.63 lakh has also
been provided to NNJS.

assistance of NRs. 24 crores and an equal amount of soft
loan for rehabilitation of Devighat Hydropower Project that
was constructed with Gol's help 26 years ago. Gol is also
providing soft loan for implementation of Rahughat
Hydropower Project and construction of Nepal portion of
400 KV Muzaffarpur-Dhalkebar cross-border transmission line.
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RINKING WATER  FLOOD CONTROL
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India is assisting Nepal in strengthening and extension of
embankments along Lalbakeya, Bagmati and Kamla rivers for
flood protection with an assistance of NRs. 148 crores. India
is also providing assistance of NRs. 19.5 crores for river training
works along Gagan, Trijuga, Lakhandei, Sunsari and Kankai
rivers. A project for river training works on River Kali Gandaki
in Kagbeni (Mustang) has been initiated at a cost of
NRs. 3 crores.

.
AV | <
Gol has provided NRs. 22 crores for drinking  India is providing grant assistance of NRs. 14.72 crores for

water projects in more than 200 villages. Another  setting yp of a central depository, clearing and settlement

?gbﬁ'téﬁvse%sotjebzzéoca‘?;gvifzigﬂ?sné oﬁﬁﬁf;beﬁ system in Nepal for accelerated development of the financial

is being undertaken at a cost of NRs. 395 crores, ~ market in Nepal.

Central Depository System

STRENGTHENING
CROSS-BORDER LINKS

ICPs are proposed at 4 points at India-Nepal border namely: Raxaul
(India)-Birgunj (Nepal), Saunali (India)-Bhairahawa (Nepal), Jogbani
(India)-Biratnagar (Nepal), and Nepalgunj Road (India)-Nepalgunj
(Nepal). Home Minister of India laid the foundation stone of ICP at
Raxaul on April 24, 2010 while the Minister of State for Home Affairs
laid the foundation stone of ICP at Jogbani on 24 June 2010.VWork on
corresponding sites at Birgunj and Biratnagar is expected to start soon.

Cross-border Railway-Links

Cross-border railway links at five locations on the India-Nepal border
are being established namely: (i) Jaynagar to Bardibas, (i) Jogbani to
Biratnagar, (i) Nautanwa to Bhairahawa, (iv) Rupaidiha to Nepalgunj,
and (v) New Jalpaiguri to Kakarbhitta. Work on the Jaynagar-Bardibas
link involving conversion of 51 km railway line from Jaynagar to Bijalpura
into broad-gauge and its |7 km extension upto Bardibas is expected
to start soon.Work on the 17.65 km Jogbani-Biratnagar rail link will also
start in the first phase itself. Estimated cost of the two rail links in the
first phase is NRs. 1040 crores.

Ll CULTURE

Gol has contributed towards the renovation and
preservation of the cultural heritage of Nepal with an
assistance of over NRs. | | crores. Some projects include
restoration of 9 historical sites in district Lalitpur and
restoration of Nepal Bhasha Parishad House in Naradevi,
Kathmandu. Work has started for the restoration of two
historical ponds i.e. Ganga Sagar and Dhanu Sagar along
with Rang Bhumi Maidan in Janakpur
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INDIA CHAIR IN
TRIBHUVAN UNIVERSITY

A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was signed on
July 23,2010 by Ambassador and Vice Chancellor of the
University Prof. Dr. Madhab Prasad Sharma, Tribhuvan
University for establishment of Indian Council for Cultural
Relations (ICCR) Long-Term Chair in Central Department
of Political Science, Tribhuvan University. Under the terms
of agreement, ICCR in consultation with the University shall
appoint a suitable Indian academician to hold the Chair for
a period of two years. During the period, the visiting Professor
would contribute to the academic life of the University by
engaging in teaching, research and mentoring. The Chair
would commence from October 2010 and will continue till
October 2012. ICCR shall meet the costs relating to the
salary and furnished housing, medical insurance, international
passages in respect of the Indian academician and his/her
spouse. The University shall provide suitable office space,
secretarial assistance and paraphernalia for office.

The establishment of the Chair is part of Government of
India’s ongoing cooperation with the Tribhuvan University.
Government of India has already assisted Tribhuvan University
by constructing the buildings of the: (i) Departments of
Chemistry, Botany and Zoology; (ii) University Library;

JOINT RESOLUTION TO
CONSERVE BIO-DIVERSITY
SIGNED

The Government of Nepal and the Govt. of India signed a
Joint Resolution on 29t July, 2010 to join hands to conserve
biodiversity including tigers and strengthen ecological security
in the trans-boundary region. The resolution was signed as
an outcome of the 4th Indo-Nepal Consultative Meeting on
Trans-boundary Biodiversity Conservation held in New
Delhi on 8th-9th July, 2010. The resolution was signed by
Shri S. P Yaday, DIG and Joint Director, National Tiger
Conservation Authority;, Ministry of Environment and Forests
on behalf of the Govt. of India and Shri Gopal Prasad
Upadhyay, Director General, Department of National Parks
and Wildlife Conservation, Ministry of Forest and Soil
Conservation on behalf of the GoN. Shri Deepak Bohara,
Minister of Forests and Soil Conservation was present as
Chief Guest on this occasion.

TRAINING PROGRAMME FOR
MINISTRY OF LOCAL DEVELOPMENT
OFFICIALS

A |5 member delegation of Ministry of Local Development
visited New Delhi in connection with Federal - Local Relation
and Modalities in Aid Matters Program organized by IIPA,
New Delhi from [9th July to 30th July 2010.

EVENTS

(iii) Students’ hostel to provide accommodation for
50 students; (iv) Girls' hostel to provide accommodation
for 80 girl students; (v) 24 staff quarters; (vi) Stadium/play
ground for the University; (vii) Students’ club and Botany
Block; (viii) Gandhi Bhawan and Zakir Hussain Rose Garden;
(ix) Maternity Centre for Tribhuvan University Teaching
Hospital. Currently, Government of India is undertaking
renovation work at Gandhi Bhavan, landscaping work at
Zakir Hussain Rose Garden, Phase Il of work relating to
Girls Hostel and installation of a bust of Mahatma Gandhi
at Gandhi Bhavan.

VISIT OF I11PA DELEGATION

Prof.Vinod K. Sharma and Prof. Suresh Misra, Faculty
Members from Indian Institute of Public Administration
(IIPA), New Delhi visited Kathmandu from July 10-14,
2010 to make an on-the-spot assessment of the training
requirements of GoN officials for their training
programmes. They had discussions with Ministry of Finance,
Ministry of General Administration, Public Service
Commission and also with Nepal Administrative
Staff College.

9™ MEETING OF INDIA-NEPAL
JOINT TEAM ON SAPTA-KOSHI
AND SUN-KOSHI

The 9th Meeting of India-Nepal Joint Team of Experts on
Sapt-Koshi High Dam Multipurpose Project and
Sun-Koshi Storage cum Diversion Scheme was held in
Kathmandu on August 1-2,2010.The Indian delegation
was led by Mr. R.C. Jha, Member (RM), Central Water
Commission, Gol and the Nepalese delegation was led
by Mr. Sunil B. Malla, DG, Department of Electricity
Development, GoN.
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SONGS OF SHRAWAN

A\ Songs of Shrawan: Bhajan, Kajri, Jhoola
was organized in the Durbar Hall of
Bal Mandir (Nepal) on July 15,2010
as a musical rendezvous to welcome
the rains. Shri Ramesh Pokharel, a
promising singer who sings Aarati
regularly at Pashupatinath Temple, did
post-graduation in Music from Banaras
Hindu University and is currently
conducting vocal classes at Lalit Kala
Campus in Katmandu. He was
accompanied by Durga Prasad
Khatiwada on flute and Gopal Kaushik
on Tabla. Shri Khatiwada also had his post-graduation in flute from B.H.U and learnt from
Pt. Bidur Mallik. Gopal Kaushik, a promising tabla player is a disciple of Guru Shri Kashinath
Khandekar and a recipient of "Visharad in Music" from Lucknow Vidyapeeth. An enthralling
performance given by Mr. Pokharel and his team was well received by the audience and had
good media coverage too.

BOOK READING BY NARAYAN WAGLE

Nepal-Bharat Library in collaboration

with Quixote’s Cove held the e
6thTavern Tales in Nepal-Bharat Library, -
New Road on 22nd July 2010. It was
featured by Narayan Wagle in
conversation with Archana Thapa
about his new book "Mayur Times".
Narayan Wagle is the editor of Nagarik
as well as writer of the famous book
"Palpasa Café" and Archana Thapa is
a freelance writer. The event was a
discussion between Mr. Wagle and
Mrs.Thapa about the book. Along with
discussion the event was also followed by a vibrant question and answer session between
the audience and the writer.

For membership and other information, please contact: 4243497, 4255414
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