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Smt. Pratibha Devisingh Patil, President of India

“Il am deeply grieved to learn about the demise of Mr. Girija Prasad Koirala. Girija Babu was a towering personality
in the political arena of South Asia. He will always be remembered for his immense and invaluable contribution
in bringing peace and democracy to Nepal. Girija Babu was a true friend of India. He worked tirelessly to foster
close and multi-faceted relations between our two countries.The people of India share the sorrow and grief of
the people of Nepal over the loss of Girija Babu.”

Dr. Manmohan Singh, Prime Minister of India

“It is with deep sadness that [ learnt of the passing away of Shri G. P. Koirala. Shri Koirala was one of Nepal’s
tallest leaders and an elder statesman of South Asia.. ........The passing away of Shri Koirala marks the end
of an era in Nepalese politics. Shri Koirala had an enlightened vision of India-Nepal relations and worked sincerely
to bring the people of the two countries closer together. | have personally had a long association with Shri Koirala
and have benefited immensely from his wise counsel and advice not only on issues affecting our bilateral ties
but also on matters affecting South Asia as a whole. | convey my deepest sympathies and condolences to his
family, friends and followers.”

Smt. Meira Kumar, Speaker of the Lok Sabha

| share my deepest condolence and grief on the demise of Shri Girija Prasad Koirala, who was one of the greatest
leaders of Nepal and of South Asia.The passing away of Shri Koirala marks the end of an era in the Nepalese
politics. .....At this difficult hour of mourning, the Parliament of India and its people extend their heartfelt
condolences to the bereaved family members, the Nepali Congress party and the people of Nepal.

Shri S.M. Krishna, Minister of External Affairs

“I am deeply grieved at the passing away of Shri Girija Prasad Koirala, Nepal’s leading statesman. In his sad
demise, Nepal and South Asia have lost an outstanding political leader, who was passionately committed to the
cause of democracy and peace and friendship between our two countries. ... On behalf of the Government and
people of India, my heart-felt sympathies and condolences go to his immediate family, members of his party
and the people of Nepal. Our hopes and prayers are with them in this hour of loss.”

Shri Pranab Mukherjee, Finance Minister

It is with a sense of deep sorrow that | mourn the passing away of Shri Girija Prasad Koirala, the great leader
of Nepal and South Asia. In his demise, we have lost a statesman, a true democrat and a great friend of
India.......... In this hour of grief, | pay homage to the departed soul on my personal behalf and on behalf of
the Government and the people of India.

Smt. Sonia Gandhi, President, All India Congress Committee

“I was deeply grieved to hear the sad news of your beloved father’s demise. Please accept my heartfelt condolences
and convey the same to the bereaved members of your family. Koiralaji was patriarch of the Nepalese democratic
movement. In his passing at this critical juncture, Nepal has lost an elderly statesman, whose sagacious advice
guided the people of Nepal to assert their democratic right. .....His special association with the Indian National
Congress goes back to the days of struggle. Over the years, he developed a special relationship of trust with
both Smt. Indira Gandhi and Shri Rajiv Gandhi. They had a special place in their hearts for him, and respected
his courage of conviction and abiding commitment to a democratic Nepal. | had the privilege of interacting
Koiralaji on several occasions and benefitted immensely from his wise counsel on the developments of our region.
His simplicity and humility left a deep imprint on my mind...”
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Remembrance...

Smt. Meira Kumar, Speaker of Lok Sabha; Shri S. M. Krishna, Minister for External Affairs; and Shri Pranab Mukherji paying last respect to Shri Girija Prasad Koirala

Shri Girija Prasad Koirala,- Girijababu, as he was lovingly called, was born in Tedhi village in Bihar, where
his family was in exile for challenging the Rana regime. Highly regarded in India as a man of the
'Independence generation', Girijababu had very special relations with several Indian leaders. The
contributions of Girijababu in his six-decade-long political career as an experienced, determined and
tireless leader would always remain source of inspiration for both the present and future generations
for all democracy loving people in the world.

Beginning with his days in the trade union movement, Shri Koirala spent his entire political life championing
the cause of the people. He was first and foremost a democrat and his long struggle to usher in
democracy in Nepal reached a successful conclusion when he became the first democratically elected
Prime Minister of Nepal in 1991. Shri Koirala was a mass leader and a statesman, whose knowledge
and wisdom guided the polity of Nepal at critical junctures in the country’s history. He will always be
remembered as a special friend of India and a strong advocate of fostering greater understanding
between our two countries, building our shared heritage. His loss is irreparable not only for Nepal,
India and South Asia but also for the cause of democracy and peace for which he worked tirelessly.

MAITREE | APRIL 2010



Shri G. P. Koirala, PM of Nepal with
Shri Chandra Shekhar, the Senior Leader
and former PM of India during the
former's visit to India in December 1991

Shri G. P. Koirala, PM of Nepal hosting
a banquet in honour of the visiting
PM of India Shri PV. Narasimha Rao
in October 1992

Shri G.P. Koirala, PM of Nepal with Shri Krishana
Kant,Vice President of India during the former’s
visit to India in August 2000
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Shri G.P.Koirala, PM of Nepal meeting
with the PM of India Dr. Manmohan
Singh on the sideline of the | 5th
SAARC Summit in Colombo, Sri Lanka
on August 03,2008

Shri G. P. Koirala, PM of Nepal with

Smt. Sonia Gandhi, Opposition Leader and
President of Congress Party of India during
the former’s visit to India in August 2000

Shri G. P. Koirala, PM of Nepal with
his Indian counterpart, Shri Atal
BihariVajpaye during the former’s
visit to India in August 2000

Shri G. P. Koirala, PM of
Nepal with Shri K. R.
Narayanan, President of
India during the latter’s
visit to Nepal in May 1998
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Shri G.P. Koirala, PM of Nepal with Shri R.Venkata
Raman, the President of India during the former's
visit to India in December 1991

Shri G. P. Koirala, PM of Nepal with the
Senior Leader and the former PM of
India Shri Indra Kumar Gujral during
the former's visit to India in August 2000






