BEING TOGETHER GROWING TOGETHER
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Prime Minister of India, Jawaharlal Nehru with B.P. Koirala and other dignitaries on his visit to Nepal.

Most countries have neighbours. But few share a relationship as close,
interdependent and comprehensive as Nepal and India do.
Geography and history, culture and customs have shaped from time
immemorial the profound interaction between the peoples of the
two countries. The resultant all-encompassing and axiomatic
interconnectedness spanning across an open border has brought
about a partnership that addresses shared developmental challenges.
An important cornerstone of this relationship is the India-Nepal
Economic Cooperation Programme, supplementing Nepal's own

efforts to fulfill the developmental aspirations of the people of Nepal.



the journey so far...

hen Nepal began its journey towards development
and prosperity in the 1950s, India was the first

country to respond to its quest. The newly independent India,
itself freshly unshackled from the colonial rule that left it facing
staggering developmental challenges, came forward happily to
help the people of Nepal in their efforts to build a new nation.
India’s first assistance were channelled through the Indian Aid
Mission, which was set up in 1954 to support hundreds of
development projects across Nepal.

One of the earliest fruits of this partnership were projects that
provided connectivity within Nepal and brought it closer to the
rest of the world with a network of roads, airports and
communication infrastructure. The first highway linking the
Kathmandu Valley with the plains was constructed with Indian
assistance in 1953. Nepal's first six airports — at Gauchar (1951),
Simra (1964), Janakpur (1964), Bhairahawa (1964), Pokhara
(1964) and Biratnagar (1968) — were major landmarks in the
initial years. Large projects, such as Koshi Barrage (1963),
Devighat Hydropower and Irrigation project (1983), Bir Hospital
in Kathmandu (1984), Institute of Forestry (19505s),

| & 2. Prime Minister of India, Jawaharlal Nehru at Koshi Barrage in 1959;
3. Prime Minister of India, Lal Bahadur Shastri, visiting Nepal in 1965; 4. Kathmandu Airport as it then looked.






